The Bloody Assize
alive " ; and James and Sunderland were pushing forward
military measures with all speed. There was and could be no
movement in London of sympathy with the rebellion. The
city was in the grip of the King's party, and Monmouth should
have understood this and hastened away from Taunton to
reach Bristol before the King's troops arrived there.
Taunton was an important manufacturing town, and
in those days serges were made there. The traders and
their workmen were mostly dissenters. In the Civil War
these men had held the town against Young and 10,000
Royalists. For this the walls of the town had been razed
to the ground. Even worse than that, from the inhabitants'
point of view, their conventicles had been burned and their
ministers scattered. When the militia wearied of their
task and walked out of the town and Monmouth's army
advanced from Ilminster to take their place, the towns-
people went wild with delight. Here for the first time
substantial men of business gave Monmouth public support,
and opened their houses to his officers and their men, and
supplied them with food and drink. " The people's wits
were flown away in the flights of their joy." The doors
and windows of the houses were decorated in his honour
with green boughs, everyone placed a sprig in his hat, the
children strewed flowers in his path, their elders wept tears
of joy at the sight of their deliverer. This beautiful youth
with his throng of soldiers came to this simple people as if
in answer to prayers and supplications secretly uttered during
long years of persecution. What wonder that they mistook
him for a real deliverer, and saw in him their buckler and the
horn of their salvation, and their high tower of defence that
they had waited for so long. It should have been easy to
pardon these dupes when the battle had gone against them.
On the Friday twenty-six young ladies of Miss Mus-
grave's school, who had worked the Duke a banner, pre-
sented, it to him in state. Miss Sarah Blake was the leader
of the girls and is described as the " captain of the virgins."